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CHURCH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


A short history of the different Ghurches which now sre, or have 
chy ; 
been within the KSE ege Age ef Philedolphia, gosecf 
of Walng Yin C257 Of the Schiay( Kilt. 

1. The oldest church building in the Convocation is that of the 
Gloria Def on Swanson St, below Christien. It was built in 1700 by the 
Swedes and.conducted ss a Swedes Church until 1881 when it became an 
Episcopal Church. The exterior of the church is almost exectly as it 
wes originally. ‘The interior has been modernized by putting in galleries, 
taking down the high pews, removing the Alter, and pulpit which was on 
one side of the church with a sounding board over it, and building a 
large pulpit in the middle of the chancel with a small uncovered table 
in front of it. Originally the church owned a large tract of lend in 
the south of the city, most of which was later sold off in small lots, „=~ — 
and the proceeds used for the support of the church. Some of it however 
is still left, which with later benefactions, makes a very considerable 
endowment. Though the conditions of the neighborhood have greatly 
changed, the attachment of its members to the quaint old edifice is so 
great thet numbers of them still attend its services coming from a great 
distance... It is believed that it is the only chureh in the Diocese in 
which the black gown is still used in preaching, which was once the 
universrl custom. 

2. The second oldest church is St. Paul's, built in 1760, on 3rd 
St. below Walnut. Its erection wes the result of Whitefield's prenching 
in this city. Though he was a clergyman of the Church of England, he 
beenme one of the founders of Methodism. And this church has always 
represented thst type of thought in the Episcopal Church. It was when 
. first built, a plain brick building very much like St, Peter's, with the 
ele 


sane interior arrangements of square pews, high pulpit, etc. But when the 
Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyfng becane Rector, he wanted to provide some place 
for holding a Sunday School and other parochial activities, so the idea 
was conceived of lowering the floor somewhat and inserting a second floor 
aboyt the lower range of windows, thus making the church proper on that 
floor. At the same time the church was modernized by plastering it on the 
outside, and doing away with the high pews, pulpit, etc. mixing it sub- 
stantially as it is today. Some gilt figures which were about the organ 
were taken down and given to St. Peter's Church, where they sre still. 

During the Rectorship of Dr. Zeng and his successor the eg, hicherd 
Newton the parish was very flourishing, having the largest Sunday School 
in the Diocese. The late Mr. George C. Thomas was first « scholar and then 
a teacher in it, which gave him such an attachment to the name of St. Paul, 
that it led him leter, when that name was chosen for the new church at 15th 
and Porter Sts. to offer to build a church for it as a memorial to his 
parents, on account of its neme, 

Dr. Newton was followed by a number of other kectors. (Owing to 
these changes and removals from the neighborhood the church declined. It 
was kept going fey a number of years by a sum of 230,000 which was left it 
for the purpose of erecting a tower with bells, but the Vestry used it in 
this way. When that was exhausted, it became a mission, first of St, 
Peter's church and afterwards of the Evangelist's, Finally in 1900 it was 
purchased and presented to the Diocese by Mr. George C. Thomas to be nsed 
as offices for the ity, Tt hee been so used ever since, The body of the 


church itself being still utilized for services during Lent and on other 


occasions. 


3. The third oldest church is St. Peter's at 3rd and Pine Sts. with 
its graveyar@ extending a whole block on Pine St.. The church was built 
in 1761 as a chapel-of-ease to Christ Church on 2nd St. above Market to 
accommodate its members living in the southern part of the city and it 
was long under the government of that church. It is today, both external- 
ly and internally almost exactly as it was when first built, except the 
steeple which was added in 1642 capp ed with its gilt cross, which caused 
a great deal of discussion at the time. It is to this fact of the 
antique appearance of its high square pews, its pulpit at one end of the 
church and its Altar at the other, with an organ gallery over it, that 
the church has hed such a hold on its parishioners, so that many of them 
are ocoupying the same pews that their ancestors did years ago. And that 
love for this church has Led them to provide an ample endowment for it, 
which has enabled it to carry on its work now for many years with a staff 
of three clergymen, maintain a daily - now a choir =- school and numerous 
other charitable agencies, It has been blest with a succession of very 
able Rectors, It was the first church in the Diocese to establish a week- 
ly and Holy Dey Communion and double daily service. This was when Dr., 
afterwards sishop Oden hei mer was xector. IH has ever since been 
known as a moderate High Church parish. 

4, The fourth church in point of age is St. Thomas’ built in 1794, 
on 5th St. below Walnut for colored people. Its Rector, the Rev. Abgoten 
Jones, was the first colored man ordained in Leier, It was not until 
1864 that the church was admitted into union with the Diocesan Convention, 
which was due to the altered status of colored people induced by the 
Civil War. In 1883 the property of the Church was sold and a new lot 


purchased and a gray stone church erected on 12th St. below Walnut with 
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the Sunday School rooms on the first floor. This church has always been 
known as the aristocratic colored church, and its services of late years 
have been very ritualistic. 

5. The fifth church which is now in the bounds of the Convocation 
was St. Janes' Church built in 1810 on 7th St. above Market. It also 
was /conneetea with Christ Church, the title of the corporation being "the 
United Churches of Christ Church, St. Peter's and St. James’, and remained 
so until Bishop White's death in 1836, who had been the Rector of them 
all, when they each became separate corporations. Originally this church 
was much like the 014 churches with a high pulpit with sounding board in 
the center of the chancel and a Communion Table in front of it. Later 
the Alter, with & permanent red velvet Altar cloth wes Placed in the middle 
and the pulpit at one side of the chancel. 

In 1870 this church was sold and e new green stone one with a steeple 
erected at 22nd and Walnut St. A very capacious parish building extend- 
ing to Sansom St. was added later. ‘The church is very ecclesiastical 
and handsomely adorned. It is lined with Gen stone, the Clerestovy 
supported on marble columns, with a row of valuable nosives over them 
the full length of the building. It has also a very fine narble Altar 
and carved IG, and some very fine stained glass, It is now, one of, 
if not the, most wealthy church in the Diocese. The present Rector and 
Vestry sre proposing gradually making it froc. 

6. Trinity Church, Catherine St. above 3rd was built in 1821 when 
Southwark was almost a village by itself, and possessed a very substantial 
congregation and for many years was one of the prominent churches of the | 
city. But finally it was sold with the grave yard attached to it and | 
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moved to the extreme northern section of the city, anā was merged with 
Zion Church, under that nane, anā a very handsome new church erected for 
the joint congregations at Brorë st. and Wyoming Avenue. 

7. St. Andrew's Church on 8th St, above Spruce was built in 1823. 
It wag a vory capacious church of the Grecian style of architecture 
whieh was coming into vogue about that time. Its first Rector the Rev. 
& F. Bedell was a very noted Evangelicsl preacher. He was succeeded by 
others, two of whom became efterwards Bishops, and until the population 
began to move to the Western part of the city, and the Holy Trinity was 
built at 19th and Walnut Sts., it was probably the best attended church 
in the city, it being crowded, includéiig its large galleries every Sun- 
day. The pulpit in thi consisted of a miniature Grecian Temple in the 
middle of the Chatealwith the Egyptian symbol of eternity, © gildea 
globe with wings, in the apex of the roof, and a small desk for the 
preacher sbove. Below this was a reading desk capable of Sei zing olergy- 
men at once, and below this an Altar ( only one step above the floor of 
the church) which consisted of a simple slab of green marble resting at 
the ends on classic supports. ‘There were also Bacchanalian heads in 
relief on the iron gateway on the outside of the church. 

But owing to the changes referred to, in time its congregation 
having so diminished, it wes sold in 1923 to a Greek congregation, and 
the proceeds, together with an endowment fund of some $100,000 which 
had been raised to maintain it in its old position, was used for the 
building and maintenance of a chapel for the Divinity School in West 
Philadelphia, now called St. Andrew's Chapel. The parish is practically 


extinct. 
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8. St. Stephen's Church purchesed, in same year St. Andrew's was 
built, = an old plain Methodist Church on 10th St. above Chestnut. It 
was quickly trensformed by the eddition of a stone front having two 
towers, in one of which was a chime of bells. The interior also was 
greatly changed, sand since has received many adornments, especially some 
mrble statnes, and the white marble Altar with fievedos containing a 
nosive of the Last Supper. ‘The whole church has recently been all lined 
with Cach stones. It has been especially noted for its music, end in 
spite of its situstion, now given up to business, it has a remarkable 
hold on its 014 members, During Lent it has for some years daily services 
for business people. (ie has a large, ny lo date Parish. lai Iding. 

9. All Saints began holding services in a Epivate house in 1827, 
But it was not until 1838 that it was admitted to the Conveeation and not 
until 1848 that ite church was built on 12th St. below Fitzwater. It 
consisted of a nave and transeptS built of stone, with school rooms on 
the first floor, It was particularly flourishing during the Rectorship 
of the Rev. Herman Duhring, afterwards head of the City Mission. Later, 
through changes affecting so many down town parishes, it declined, And 
in 1910 it sold its property to a Greek congregation and removed to 11th 
and Snyder Ave, where it took possession of the Church of the Holy 
Spirit, which had been built end maintained for some years as a Mission 
of the Convocation. It retained the proceeds of the sale of the old 
church as an Endowment Fund. 

10. The Ascension was organized in 1833 as a church for the 
“western part of the city", first under the name of All Souls, because it 


was to be a free church for all people. A lot was purchased for it on 


Lombard St. above llth and the first story of the church was built, when 
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owing to financial difficulties it was sold out. Another body of church- 
men, however, bought it in and reorganized it under the name of the 
Ascension, The church, p very plain brick building, was completed and a 
good work was done for many years. Eventually it ran down, ond was taken 
and carried on for some years by St. Luke's Church as a Mission, until 
Mr.- afterwards Bishop, Haré!iwhocyas in charge of it, secured tits being 
again made independent, and an excellent work was carried on. Later 
under a succession of kectors it sgain ren down fntil in 1880 only thirty- 
two names were left on its communicant list. In that year the writer 

of this paper became its Rector. He introduced many improvements in the 
church, and a vest, malo choir, weekly communion and daily services were 
introduced. But the neighborhood being unsatisfactory, in 1885 the church 
was sold to a colored congregation, and & new stone Gothic chyreh built 
on Broza St. below South. Here the communicant list was raised to 550 
and meny activities carried on in addition to the services, In 1918 the 
Bishop of the Diocese offered to take and use it as a Pro-Cathedral, on 
condition of its name being changed to St. Mary's. ‘This was done and for 
a year worked most successfully. Then the Bishop resigned, and since 
then it hss been a Pro-Cathedral only in name, as the present Bishop does 
not care to use it as such. 

ll. The Church of the Epiphany was built in 1834 on a large lot on 
the northwest corner of 15th St. and Chestnut, standing back for some 
distance from each of those streets. It was very commodious, having e 
second gallery on three sides of the min church. The organ snd space 
for the singers was behind the chancel, the only Episcopal Church in this 
city so arranged. This space was later thrown into the chancel, but was 


never used for thet choir and was but sparcely furnished. 
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Under two of its Rectors, Dr. ele and Dre Richard Newton it was 
very prosperous, But owing to an unfortunate difference in the congrega- 


tion, caused by the Civil War, a large pert of the congregation left snd 


built the Church of the Covenant on Filbert St. After a tentative effort 
to move to the Baptist Church on Chestnut. 3t, above 16th, the property 
was finally sold and the church amalgamated with St. Luke's Church, under 
the name of St. Luke ané the Epiphany. 

12, The Church of the Evangelist was started as & building on Christ- 
ian St. near lOth in 1837. stterwards, it occupied a church on 5th St. 
near Oatherhoe sony a Jewish synagogue. In 1856 a very commodious two 
story brick church was erected on Catherine St. above 7th.For many years 
it carried on a good work, perticnlerly under the Rev. Mr. Durborrow, 
afterwards the first head of the City Mission. Later it ran down. But 

| in 1880 the Rev. Mr. - afterwards Dr. - H.R. Percival became Rector. 

| He made many improvements in the church itself, and introduced a surpliced 
choir, e daily Eucharist end other services. In 1885, this church, 

with the exception of the tower, was torn down, and another most unique 
church modelled after an Italian Cathédral, erected in its place. This 
church had meny adornments, even the walls being frescoed with scenes 

from churéh history. Adjoining property was purchased and a well appoint- 
eô building known as St. Martin's College was erected, in which a school 
for indigent boys was carried cn successfully for a number of years. 
Eventually, however, this was sold under the foreclosure of a mortgage, 
and the Vestry feeling they could not longer carry on the church which 
had come to be surrounded entirely by an Italian population, so notified 


the ecclesiastical authorities, and the organization became extinct, 
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Por some years it was used as 2 Mission for some foreign congregation. 
but finally had to be sold. Fortunately, however, both it and the ad- 

joining college were bought for an art school and gallery. So, though 

despoiled of many of its ornaments, it is preserved very much as it was 
when butlt. 

: 13.-St. Luke's Church on 13th St. below Spruce was built in 1839. 


It is now the one remaining specimen of the Greek style of architecture, 
once so prevalent, most inappropriate for a church, as it gives no in- 
dication of its purpose. It might as well be a college or a bank, And 
especially, ss in this instance, when the church is on the second floor, 
most inconvenient for old and feeble persons and for marriages and burials. 
The rooms on the first floor too, are always dark. This chureh has long 
been regarded as one of the most fashionable churches in the city. 

In 1898 when the @hurch of the Epiphany was sold, the two churches 
were ni ted under the title of St. Luke's and the Epiphany. St Luke's 
being aged for the two congregations, the proceeds of the sale of the 
Epiphany being kept for an endowment. Of late years this church has been 
much noted for its music. 

14. The Church of the Crucifixion at 8th and Bainbridge St. was 
started as a mission for colored people in 1847, and under the faithful 
Rectorshipjof the Rev. Mr. Moore, the Rev. Dr. Phillips and the present 


Rector, each of which extended over considerable periods, it has done a 
good work. It has also a large parish building and a considerable en- 
downment. 

15. St. Mark{s Church on Locust St. above 16th was built in 1848, 
It is a copy of sn old English chnrch and is the first really ecclesiobog- 
ER FS? edifice in this city. It has led the way to a totally 
different Style of church architecture from that which has Long prevailed. 
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It ‘is of brown stone both on the ovtside end within, having open wooden 
roof, thus obviating all plastering and psinting. It has also added later 
a most ornate and costly side chapel, with many valuable adornments, such 
as silver Alter, ete. all presented by the late Mr. Rodmen Wanamaker, 88 
& memoriel to his wife. This was the second church in the Diocese to eve 
introduce 2 boy choir, end its services of late have been very ritualistic. 
It maintains two missions one at 19th end Lombard, 0:11.04 St. Michael's 
end one on Fein nace St. below 20th for colored people, called St. Mary's. 
The services in esch of these missions sre similar to those in St. Mark's. 
Lë, The Medintor at 19th and Lombard St. built in 1848 was a sube 
stantial stone building with a low tower, It was conducted on very low 
church principles. It did a very good work for many years under a faithe 
ful Rector the Rev. Dr. Appleton. Finally it was mild to St. Mark's 
Church to accommodste a mission that thet church had long carriod on at 
17th ana Kater sts, It than became known as St. Michael's Chapel, The 
church itself was moved to West Philadelphia and was taken up by the 
Ghurch of the Holy Apostles and a very fine building erected for it at 
5ist and Spruce St. now known as the Chapel of the Mediator, 
17. The kedeemer was started 1849 ss a church for Seamen in a floating 
boat on the river. It was afterwards housed in a church at Catherine 
and Swanson Sts. Then in e building erected especially for it at Front 
and Queen Sts. Eventually the mission was merged with others in the 
Seamen's Institute at 2nd and Walnut Sts, in which is a chapel called 
The Redeemer, 
18, There was a church on 17th St. above Chestnut called St. 
BezthoLonen's,) may have been Hees an attempt to carry on ¢e—s—+or-cineen 
in a new locality a church built at 5th and Dauphin Sts., after that 


property was sold to the Roman Catholics. -10- 


I do not know, but it became what was known as the wpittie theater 
There are no known records of it. 

19. ‘The Church of the Saviour, afterwards called St. Timothy's 
at 8th and Reed St. was built in 1854, It wes a substantial stone 
church, and a lerge perish building was later erected for it by St. 
James Church of which it beceme a mission. Both are now disused for 
church purposes. 

20. The Church of the Holy Trinity et 19th and Walnut St. was 
built in 1857. Its second rector was the Revs Phillips Brooks, after- 


wards Bishop of Massachusetts. He drew together a large congregation, 


the size of which has been meinte ined to the present. It has probably 
the lergest attendance of any church in the Diocese. It is a brown 

stone church with a very handsome exterior, but the interior is more 
plainly furnished then most churches are at the present day. It possesses 
a handsome Rectory adjoining the church and a most commodious Parish 
Building on 20th ST. below Walnut. It maintains three vhepels, one which 
was originally called Cranmer Chapel, afterwards Trinity, in a small 
plain building st the corner of 22nd and Locust Sts. Later through the 
‘manificence of a snd, pelonging to the Holy Trinity, a large stone chapel 
with parish building and a rectory with e large endowment for the same, 
were provided for it at the corner of 22nd and Spruce Sts. 

Another chapel is that of the Prince of Peace st 22nd and Morris Sts. 
where there is a large chapel and a2 perish building. This has done an 
excellent work in a densely peopled neighborhood. 

The third chepel is for colored people on Lombard St. below 20th 
called the Phillips Brooks Memoriel. ‘The building had belonged to some 


other denomination, but when purchased it was refitted for use as an 


Episcopal Church. Holy Trinity Church is handsomely endowed end contri- 
butes Largely to missionery and charitable undertakings. 

21. St. John the Evangelist at 3rd snd Reed Sts. wes built about 
1860. For many years it was conducted chiefly by outside sid, but under 
its present Rector, the Rev. H. Cresson McHenry of the City Mission, it 
has become very prosperous, reporting & large number of communicants. It 
hes lately bought an adjoining property on which it is proposed to build 
a Parish House, e 

22. The Church of the Holy Apostles st Siet and Christian Sts. was 
built in 1868, the result of en effort of Mr. George C. Thomas, the Rev. 
Phillips Brooks and others to establish s new church for the southwest 
part of the city. The Rev. Charles @ Cooper was its first Rector. He 
hed formerly been Rector of St. Philip's Church at 8th end Vine Sts. The 


church is a substantial stone church, to which was added leter a tower | 


built in memory of Mr. Thomas. It has the largest and best eppointed | 

i 
Sunday School Building in the city, also a lerge drilling ball on l 
Christian St, about 2let St. 


It carries on three chapels, one the Holy Commnion, 27th end Wharton 
Stse, which has also its parish building end has done an excellent work 
in e crowded district. The second is the Chapel of St. Simon the Cyrenian 
at 22nd and Reed Sts. for colored people. It began as an enterprise of 
the Rev. Dr. Phillips when he was Rector of the Church of the Crucifixion, 


He efterwerds turned it over to what was then the Southwest Convocation 


of Philadelphia, which carried it on for some years as one of ifs missions. 
Finelly, the Holy ‘postles took it «s a chapel and erected « good sized 


stone parish house in place of the original wooden chapel which hed served 


both for a chapel and school building. ‘hen the present beautiful church 
was built. -12- 


It now has the Largest colored congregation in the city. The Holy Apostles 
has also the very large and beautiful Chapel of the Mediator in West Phila- 
delphia. 

23. The Church of the Messiah was the outgrowth of a mission of St. 
Andrew's Church Long conducted in a building, later used as a school, on 
13th St. below Washington Ave. It was moved to Broad and Federal Sts. in 
1870 when a substantial stone chapel and later a stone Rectory wss built, 
space being still left gor the building of a church, It wes continued 
under a number of Rectors, but eventuslly was taken up 8s a mission of 
the Church of the Evangelists. Finelly it was sold out under the fore- 
closure of a mortgage. ‘The holder of the mortggge is seid to have mode 
$5000 on the transaction, all. of which, with the lot and its buildings 
wes thus lost to the church, ond the perish became extinot. | 

£4, The Church of the Holy Comforter st 19th and Titen Sts. built | 
in 1874 was the gift of a lady of St. Peter's Church as a memorial to her | 
mother. It consists of a good sized church and par&sh building and has a 
large endownent, It has done good work under several devoted Vicars, though 
its conditions are now more difficult owing to the influx of foreigners 
into its neighborhood. 

25. Christ Church Chapel was begun in 1874 in a room on the second 
floor of a shop on Chestnut St. ebove 17th. In « few months its services 
were transferred to a building on 2lst sbove Chestnut erected for those | 
of the French Church. It continued to share this building with the French 
Mission until 1877, when a lot was purchased and a chapel erected 
for it on Fine St. ebove 19th. This wes intended to be dE & | 
Parish Building and a large church built fronting on Pine St. the lot 
affording ample spsee for it. This was never carried out, though an 
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extension of less height then the Chapel wes made to the west, to afford 
additdénneal sccomnodation. At the opening service of the chapel a surplice 
choir was introduced, being the third in the city. The chepel was intend- 
ed as "a chapel-of~erse" to old Christ Church on Second Street for many 
of its parishioners who hed moved to the western part of the city. It 

has acted as such to the present dry. 

26. St. Sesvéur for French people was housed as we have said at | 
the same time as Christ Church Chapel in a building on 21st St. above 
Chestnut, until 1688 when it moved to a stone church erected for it at 
the corner of 22nd St, and deLancy Place, which it oecupied until 1927 
when it wes sold, «nd the congregation now holds French services in | 
Holy Trinity Chapel at certsin hours when the Chapel is not otherwise 
used. The proceeds of the sale of the church are ent as an endowment. 

27, L'Emmanuello, the Italian Mission was founded in 1884, Later 
2 church was built expressly for it on Christian §z.above 10th to which 
& parish building was ndded still later. It has carried on a good work 
under only two native Italien clergymen, whose Rectorslips have covered 
the whole period since from its formation to the present day. 

28. St. Elizabeth's st 16th and Mifflin Sts. was built in 1895 , 
first a perish building and then the church, by the Rev. Dr. H.i.Percival 
end his sister ss a memorial to their mother, whose first name was 
Elizabeth, It is a fine church with a beautiful Campanile tower, in 
an Italian style of architecture, which Dr. Percivel said he ađopteå, 
not, because it was more beautiful than Gothic, but becsuse he thought 
a finer effect could be produced in it at less cost. 

The perish received a grest set back st one time, by four of its 


clergy, including the Rastor geing over to the Church of Rome, But it 


hes been continued notwithstanding on in same lines in which it wes 
EAR 


started ever since, 

29. St. Paul's Memorial at 15th anā Porter Sts. was begun in 1910 
on that site as a mission of the then Southwest Convocation. The 
location was very carefully selected and fixed! Peceuse, the lot was of 
ample dimensions in ® prominent position, with a street on three sides, 
and on it was a very substantial brick country house, capeble of «ffording 
accommodation for church services and rooms for parochial work. In this 
case the church was on the first floor. A congregation and Sunday School 
were quickly collected, which have been growing ever since, 

Owing to old St. Peul's Church being disbanded about the time of its 
formation, a name too good for s church to be lost, it was given to this 
new organization, which fact attracted the interest of the late Mr. 
Thomas, owing to his attachment to the old church, so he volunteered, 
first to fix up the house on the property for church purposes, and after- 
wards to build the present beautiful church as a memorial to his parents. 
Afterwards his widow built the most commodions parish building »s a 
memorial to hime 

30. The last and youngest church in the Convocation limits is that 
of the Transfiguration, first cerried on for some yeers on Stonehouse 
Road at the extreme end of the built-up southern end of the city, + now 
removed to 7th St. and Biglow Avenue, which it is thought will prove a 


more eligible situation. 


This review of the churches in the Convocation should impress us 
with two determinations. First to hold on to snd strengthen all the 
churches we now have, and to build others as the extending of the popula- | 


tion may require. For, though its bounds include nearly one-half of the 
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older part of the city, it has not been given over entirely to business, 
owing to the influx of a foreign population. And on the northern side 
owing to the erection of numerous high apartment houses the populetion 
is increasing there, So the Convocation includes these two classes 
which are needed to carry on the work of the church, those in special 
need of the offices of the chureh ond those who can provide the funds 
required for it. The problem then will be so to co~ordinste these two 


classes thet it may be possible to cope with the situation, 


The writer of this paper hopes that if those who have heard it 
have found it interesting, they may be inspired to write for the Diocesan | 
pe Committee on Parochial Histories, more detailed secounts of their own | 
particular perishes. ii 


